CHAPTER 5.00 — STUDENTS

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 5.40*

ALL CHILDREN WHO HAVE ATTAINED THE AGE OF 6 YEARS OR WHO
WILL HAVE ATTAINED THE AGE OF 6 YEARS BY FEBRUARY 1 OF ANY
SCHOOL YEAR OR WHO ARE OLDER THAN 6 YEARS BUT HAVE NOT
ATTAINED THE AGE OF 16 YEARS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND SCHOOL
REGULARLY DURING THE ENTIRE SCHOOL TERM. A STUDENT WHO
ATTAINS THE AGE OF 16 DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR IS NOT SUBJECT
TO COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE BEYOND THE DATE UPON
WHICH HE OR SHE ATTAINS THAT AGE IF THE STUDENT FILES A
FORMAL DECLARATION OF INTENT TO TERMINATE SCHOOL
ENROLLMENT WITH THE DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD.

A. A STUDENT WHO IS ABSENT WITHOUT THE PRINCIPAL'S
APPROVAL SHALL HAVE HIS/HER LEGAL GUARDIAN REPORT
SUCH ABSENCES TO THE SCHOOL IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED
BY THE CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT AND DISTRICT
PROCEDURES.

B. DISTRICT PROCEDURES SHALL PRESCRIBE ATTENDANCE
REQUIREMENTS INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PROVISIONS
FOR EXCUSED AND UNEXCUSED ABSENCES, OPPORTUNITIES TO
MAKE UP WORK ASSIGNMENTS, REPORTING ABSENCES, TARDIES
AND EARLY DISMISSALS.
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STUDENTS SHALL BE EXCUSED FROM ANY EXAMINATION, STUDY,
WORK ASSIGNMENTS, OR HOMEWORK FOR OBSERVANCE OF A
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY OR BECAUSE THE TENETS OF HIS/HER
RELIGION FORBID SECULAR ACTIVITY AT SUCH TIME. THE
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL SHALL IMPLEMENT THIS PROVISION ON AN
INDIVIDUAL BASIS PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES AND STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION RULES.

TEACHERS MUST TRACK STUDENT ATTENDANCE ON A DAILY BASIS.
PARENTS SHALL BE CONTACTED REGARDING STUDENT ABSENCES AS
REQUIRED BY LAW. STUDENT ABSENCES MUST BE REPORTED BY
PERIOD AT THE MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL LEVELS.

A.

IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED PRESENT FOR THE DAY, A
STUDENT MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE MINIMALLY FOR:

e HIGH SCHOOL — EQUIVALENT OF THREE BLOCK PERIODS (270
MINUTES)

e MIDDLE SCHOOL — PRESENT FOUR PERIODS OF THE DAY (200
MINUTES)

e ELEMENTARY SCHOOL — PRESENT HALF OF THE SCHOOL DAY
(200 MINUTES)

ACCUMULATED TARDIES AND EARLY DEPARTURES WITHOUT AN
ADEQUATE EXCUSE WILL BE RECORDED AS PRESCRIBED BY
DISTRICT PROCEDURES.

A person designated by the Superintendent or his/her designee shall investigate
truancy problems.

A.

DISTRICT PROCEDURES SHALL PRESCRIBE THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR IDENTIFICATION OF A PATTERN OF NON-ATTENDANCE,
INTERVENTIONS AT THE SCHOOL LEVEL, AND REFERRAL
REQUIREMENTS FOR HABITUAL TRUANCY.
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B. DISTRICT PROCEDURES SHALL PRESCRIBE THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR MONITORING AND INTERVENTION FOR HABITUAL TRUANCY
PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 1001.41, 1001.42, F.S.
LAW(S) IMPLEMENTED: 984.12, 984.15, 985.03, 1001.43, 1003.21,

1003.23, 1003.24, 1003.26, 1003.27 F.S.
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION RULE(S): 6A-1.044, 6A-1.09514
HISTORY: ADOPTED: 8/21/01

REVISION DATE(S): 3/1/05
FORMERLY: 2.133, 7.103, 7.406

NOTES: Please Refer To: Attendance Procedures Manual



